            THE NEW FACE OF GREECE THROUGH THE OLYMPICS 2004

 Athens,the capital of Greece,was the greatest and most important city of Ancient Greece.The city of Athens was at the height of its glory and power in the 5th century,

which is known as “the golden century of Pericles”.

 During that time,Athens was restored and adorned with artistic masterpieces,Democracy,fine arts,literacy,and philosophy blossomed and flourished,

reaching their highest point.

 Of course not only in Athens but in the whole of Ancient Greece started and developed

the above  and all basic sciences like mathematics,physics and medicine and sports.

 So Ancient Greece is the foundation of western civilization we live now.

 The Olympic Games were born in 776 B.C.,2800 years ago, and took place in Ancient Olympia for 1100 years.Then they were reinstated in 1896 in Athens,Greece. 

 During August 13-29 of 2004 Olympics returned back in the beautiful city of Athens.

 They were of the most successful of modern times:about 16,000 athletes from 202

countries competed in 300 events,security was paramount and all competitions

were conducted in a fair athletic spirit.There were about 60,000 volunteers.

 The athletic establishments were of the largest and most modern ever built,almost

all brand new the rest thouroughly renovated.

 For the first time after 1700 years the Ancient Olympic stadium in Ancient Olympia

 was used for the Game of shot put and for the first time ever women competed there.

Not to forget the warmth and friendliness of Greek people to all peoples of earth

making Athens and other Olympic Greek cities a big party of celebration for PEACE

where all the good side of the humanity revealed itself.

 In September 04 also in Greece held the Special Olympics with same success.

 Greece is a small country with small population about 12,000,000 but pursuited

very eagerly to organize the Olympics of 2004 and succeded.Then it came the big

task of organization of the games.Many people from major countries doubted that 

Greece will be able to conduct the Olympics, but Greece completed the construction

of all athletic sites on time and NOT ONLY.

  With this opportunity Greece made a big lift of itself putting it to the level of major

European countries and U.S.in terms of roads,bridges,airports,mass transportation,etc.

 Namely they had ready for Athens Olympics brand new complete system of subway,

tram,train,new buses,new roads some of them major,the longest suspended bridge of 

the world and a new airport.Similar works were done also in other Greek cities and major roads connecting them.

  The costs were high but worth it making Greece a modern high-tech country

a cornerstone of Europe.

 Greece was complemented by the great successes of Greek Olympic athletes.

 Greece is country of stability and prosperity in the middle of turmoil having

good relations with everybody.
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